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ABC NIGHTLINE
4 August 1983

DUNSMORZ: The summer headlines make il seem like 2 storm it brewing. Libyvz threztens
to zttack the U.S. carrier Lisenhower, even as Col. Rhad®v bombs ne:ghboring Chacd.

The Soviels accuse the U.S. of armed provocation zgainst libva. 4 macssive American
flotille :s on maneuvers in (eniral Americz. Five thousand U.S. grounc troops
exercising in Honcduras. 4 U.S. destroyer hails down & Russian freighter off
Nicarague, demanding lo know 1ls identity, cargo and destinztion.
denounces the U.S. for worlc¢ adventursiswm ancd gunboat diplomscy. President Reagan says
the U.S. 1¢ trying to stop the communizztion of Centrzl Americz. Tass says the v.S.

" is playing with fare. :re the U.S. anc the Soviet Union on & collison course? The
Libyar threal to sink the carrier Lisemhower, while :t has lo be guarde¢ sgzinst, is
nol cons:gerec probable. The carrier is sTill avoicing entering the disputec
anc the nearby war in Chac¢ is iribal, not over ideclogy. The number of chips
rlanes in the Centrzl American maneuvers 1s extrazordinary. Military planne}s concede
thet there 2re some dangers. However, neither Admirzl Zumwzlt, former chief of naval
operztions, who supports the maneuvers nor Admirzl Stansfielc Turner, former Cis
chief, who doesn't, believe there are substantial risks of accidentzl warfare. The
hziling of & Soviet frieghter on-the high seas was unusual. But it complies with
acceptable internztional standards. It ip no wzy compares with the cuarantine imposec
by the U.S. in 1962, wher it threztenec to turn bazck, with force, if necessary, aSy
ship lozdec with strategic cargo for Cube. Despite the strong rheloric from Moscow's
vzrious propagandz organs, there is promise only of politiczl support, no threats to
take any specific actions. As the anziysts note, when the Soviets praise the heroic
struggle of the Sandinistez revolution, the use of the word heroic usually means
they're on their own. Tangible Soviel military support for Cubz and Nicarsgus does,
of course, continue. Mililary equipmeni is pouring at recerc levels, but even so,
there are continuing private talks between Moscow and Washington to keep things from
getting out of hand. As z result, intelligence anzlysts note no high-performance MIG
jets have been sent to Nicaraguz and no threalening Soviet missiles for Central
hmericz have been promised or are anywhere in sight. Some Soviet officials compare
their support for radical regimes :n (Centrz) Americs teo American support for the

Radio Moscow

waters,
anc

e agzinst Soviet occupztion of Afghanistan. The U.S., of course, rejects '
iogy. Butl tc & certain extent, the zccepiance of spheres of influence remsins!
ct of zach super power's policies. The anzlysts hwere believe the U.S. is nor
o0 go tec war over anything the Soviels do :in easiern Europe, nor are the

likely lo slart & war in Americe's backyarc. his is Barrie Dunsmore for
ne st the Statle Department. |
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